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1.PERCEPTION

‘It is a commonplace that we see

only what we know [...].

David Kindersley, Optical letter spacing
(London, 1976) p.35
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no 'hind’ (actually front) paddles
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rescarchquesiions — Printers relied on their eyes and not upon
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vometod  their measuring tools.’
Unitization
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Stanley Morison, Fra Luca de Pacioli

(New York: The Grolier Club, 1933) p.77

FACE FORWARD CONFERENCE DUBLIN, 12 DECEMBER 2015



k=i
E=i

APPLICATION OF ARCHETYPAL PATTERNS []

47 b

» 1Perception

FRANK E. BLOKLAND

VM Pamphlh de euangehca prepatatione
1 ex greco beatiflime pater wuffu tuo effeci .
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ducta funt oreftaaflimum Nicobsienson (co.1420-1480)

FACE FORWARD CONFERENCE DUBLIN, 12 DECEMBER 2015



] |
|
4 8 p

» 1Perception
Hypothesis
Research questions
Standardization
LeMo Method

Unitization

Cadencing

APPLICATION OF ARCHETYPAL PATTERNS []

FRANK E. BLOKLAND

Van den Keere's
Canon d’Espaigne

(1574) and
Gros Canon Romain

(1573)

Gros Canon Romain
scaled to x-height of
Canon d’Espaigne,
showing the same
proportions
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“The carefully modelled serifs follow an

artful logic of asymmetry.’

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
History_of Western_typography
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mirabili quodd modo quafi femen hudni generis conferuatus eft:qué
utind quafi viuam quandam imaginem 1mitari nobis contingat:& hi
quidem ante diluuium fuerunt:poft diluuium autem alii quorti unus
alttfTimi dei facerdos fuftitiz ac pietatis miraculo rex iuftus lingua he-
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ulla mentio erat . Quare nec udaos(pofteris eni hocnomen fuit)neq
gentiles:quoniam non utgentes pluralitatem deorum inducebant{ed
hebrzos proprie noiamus aut ab Hebere utdicti eft:aut qa 1d nomen
tranf{itiuos {ignificat.Soli gppe a creatutis naturali réne & lege inara
no (cripta ad cognitioné uertdet trifiere:& uoluptate corporis cotépta
ad retam uitam pueniffe (cribunt:cum quibus omibus praclarusiile
totius generis origo Habraam numerddus eft:cui {criptura mirabilem
tuftitid qud non a mofaica lege(feptima eim poft Habrad generatione
Moyfes nafcitur)(ed naturals fuit ratione confecutus {iima cum laude

Nicolas Jenson: De Prcebaratibne Evc-mgelica (1470) & reputatu eft el in 1uftitiam.
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Moyen Canon Romain (VdK/Garamont), historic foundry type
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Gros Canon Romain (Garamont), cast in 1959
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| 2.HYPOTHESIS

» 1Perception

> 2 Hypothesis Roman type is the result of the
standardization in the Renaissance of
the Humanistic minuscule to the type

production process.

On the Origin of Patterning in Movable Latin Type

FACE FORWARD CONFERENCE DUBLIN, 12 DECEMBER 2015



o nundat.\/enﬁinanq; ait
s villis qui prope funt : g
7 .Quidam enim eos: clan

1 omnes ﬂinas' terre: & ad

Jenson’s type from De Praparatione Evangelica shows a limited number of widths ...

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



=]
J-Ll
«q 15 p

» 1Perception

» 2 Hypothesis

APPLICATION OF ARCHETYPAL PATTERNS []

FRANK E. BLOKLAND

... in line with Gutenberg’s textura type:
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| 3.RESEARCH QUESTIONS

» 1Perception

> 2 Hypothesis —How and why were the structures of

» 3 Research questions

textura type translated to roman type?

—How and why were the handwritten

models standardized for roman type?
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e
< b —To what extent was the Renaissance
> 1Perception font production systematized? Did the
» 2 Hypothesis

> sRescarhquestions — punchcutters for instance apply relatively

sophisticated forms of unitization ?

—Is it —after mapping this standardization —
possible to analyze and reproduce related

parts of the type design process artificially?
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» 2 Hypothesis mostly be fitted by
. I I I I I I I I placing the side

» 3 Research questions 1 1 1 1 bearings exactly in

» 4 Standardization between the stems;

space of the o in the

bottom line is cor-
rected by extending

the horizontally
stressed strokes
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Fitting of Jenson’s roman type on a textura-based pattern

FACE FORWARD CONFERENCE DUBLIN, 12 DECEMBER 2015




=]
J—LI
< 20 p

» 1Perception
» 2 Hypothesis
» 3 Research questions

» 4 Standardization

APPLICATION OF ARCHETYPAL PATTERNS []

<O

FRANK E. BLOKLAND

Morphologic relationship between textura and Humanistic minuscule:
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a = matrix
b = nick (for orientation)
c =body
d = stool
e =register

f = nut (for fixing register)
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Granjon’s
Gros Paran-
gon matrices
in rows with
lines that
indicate the
setting of the

registers

:
%
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5.LEMO METHOD |

Humanistic minuscule moulded in standardized widths
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Roman type as result of further formalization and adaptation of details to the widths
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bdghitkimmpgooookogtaceorit
abcdetghyklmnopqrituvwkyl

abcdetghijklmnopqrituvwkyl
abcdetghijklmnopqgrituvwkuyl
abcdetghijklmnopqrituvwkyl

Stem interval, standardized widths, weight, and contrast (flow) as starting point
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the quick brown fok jumpfover the lafy dog univerfele verklaring van de rechten van de men{ preambule
overwegende dat erkenning van de inherente waardigheid en van de gelijke en onverureemdbare rechten
van alle leden van de menfengemeenichap grondflag if voor de urijheid gerechtigheid en urede in de wereld
BN Model

the quick brown fok jump{over the lafyy dog univerfele verklaring van de rechten van de men{ preambule
overwegende dat erkenning van de inherente waardigheid en van de gelijke en onvervreemdbare rechten
van alle leden van de menfengemeenichap grondilag if voor de urijheid gerechtigheid en urede in de wereld
BN Model minus 6

the quick brown fok jumpfouver the lafyy dog univerfele verklaring van de rechten van de men{ preambule
overwegende dat erkenning van de inherente waardigheid en van de gelijke en onverureemdbare rechten
van alle leden van de menfengemeenichap grondflag if voor de urijheid gerechtigheid en urede in de wereld
BN Model minus 12

the quick brown fok jumpfover the lafy dog univeriele verklaring van de rechten van de men{ preambule
overwegende dat erkenning van de inherente waardigheid en van de gelijke en onvervreemdbare rechten
van alle leden van de menfengemeenichap grondflag if voor de urijheid gerechtigheid en urede in de wereld
BN Model minus 18

Stem interval, standardized widths, weight, and contrast (flow) as starting point
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in de hemel bad de lachende

aap 1n de boom om een fyne
banaan

Grid-fitted letters and spacing
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6 Unitization %| Bezier Master

Fitting of Jenson’s roman type based on unit-arrangement system
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Unit-arrangement system based on stem interval
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golden section rectangle

FRANK E. BLOKLAND

golden section rectangle

Horizontal grid
translated into
vertical direction
and vertical propor-
tional relationship
between roman and
textura type

root 2 rectangle
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Van den Keere's
Gros Canon Romain
and Canon Flamande

FACE FORWARD CONFERENCE DUBLIN, 12 DECEMBER 2015



v vy vyvyvyyy

=]
J—Ll
<« 40 p

1 Perception

2 Hypothesis

3 Research questions
4 Standardization

5 LeMo Method

6 Unitization

7 Cadencing

APPLICATION OF ARCHETYPAL PATTERNS []

FRANK E. BLOKLAND

7-CADENCING

Unit-arrangement system based on stem interval
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O m 1 b u e fence posting
O m 1 b u e fence posting/unit correction 16 n-units
O m 1 b u efence posting/unit correction 32 n-units
O m 1 b u e Adobe Jenson fitting
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Stem Interval

Definitions of the Sidebearings

s X
S S .

stem / stem extreme / extreme stem / extreme extreme / stem
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« 24 p # resulting in 36 units in total

Uses 18 units from stem to stem on the n,

1 Perception

A extreme 0 extreme O
2 Hypothesis

B stem 8 extreme 3
3 Research questions

C extreme 3 extreme 2
4 Standardization

D stem 8 extreme 3
5 LeMo Method

E stem 8 extreme 2
6 Unitization

FF stem 8 extreme 2
7 Cadencing

G extreme 3 stem 8

H stem 8 stem 8

I stem 8 stem 8

J stem 6 stem 8

K stem 8 extreme O

L. stem 8 extreme 2

M stem 8 stem 8
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Original: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the his-
tory of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible
before Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in
the fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly
hailed the printing press as 2 method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and
the earliest printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine

manuscripts of their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief

Cadence: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the history
of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible before
Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in the
fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly
hailed the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and the
earliest printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine

manuscripts of their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief
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Original: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the history
of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible before
Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in the
fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly hailed
the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and the earliest
printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine manuscripts of

their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief events

Cadence: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the history
of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible before
Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in the
fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly hailed
the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and the
earliest printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine

manuscripts of their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief
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The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR
The quick brown fox jumps

over the lazy dog.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS

Original fitting (top) and fitting generated with Kernagic
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