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Application of archetypal patterns
in the present-day type design practice
and related education
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1 Perception (notes on –prologue)
2 Hypothesis (PhD research)
3 Research questions (selection)
4 Standardization (Renaissance type)
5 LeMo Method (education)
6 Unitization (Renaissance type)
7 Cadencing (present-day type design)
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1. p e rc e p t i o n

‘It is a commonplace that we see
only what we know […].’

David Kindersley, Optical letter spacing
(London, 1976) p.35
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Elasmosaurus

by Edward Drinker Cope, 1869

neck

Dryptosaurus
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no ‘hind’ (actually front) paddles
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‘[…] the goldsmiths, punch-cutters and
printers relied on their eyes and not upon
their measuring tools.’

Stanley Morison, Fra Luca de Pacioli
(New York: The Grolier Club, 1933) p.77
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Poggio Bracciolini (1380 – 1459)

Nicolas Jenson (ca. 1420 – 1480)
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Van den Keere’s
Canon d’Espaigne
(1574) and
Gros Canon Romain
(1573)

Gros Canon Romain
scaled to x-height of
Canon d’Espaigne,
showing the same
proportions
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‘The carefully modelled serifs follow an
artful logic of asymmetry.’

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
History_of_Western_typography
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optical spacing
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Nicolas Jenson: De Præparatione Evangelica (1470)
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Moyen Canon Romain (VdK/Garamont), historic foundry type

Gros Canon Romain (Garamont), cast in 1959
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2. h y p o t h e s i s

Roman type is the result of the
standardization in the Renaissance of
the Humanistic minuscule to the type
production process.

On the Origin of Patterning in Movable Latin Type
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Jenson’s type from De Præparatione Evangelica shows a limited number of widths …
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… in line with Gutenberg’s textura type:
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3. r e s e a rc h q u e s t i o n s

– How and why were the structures of
textura type translated to roman type?

– How and why were the handwritten
models standardized for roman type?
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– To what extent was the Renaissance
font production systematized? Did the
punchcutters for instance apply relatively
sophisticated forms of unitization?

– Is it – after mapping this standardization –
possible to analyze and reproduce related
parts of the type design process artificially?
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4. s ta n da r d i z at i o n
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Textura type can
mostly be fitted by
placing the side
bearings exactly in
between the stems;
space of the o in the
bottom line is cor-
rected by extending
the horizontally
stressed strokes
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Fitting of Jenson’s roman type on a textura-based pattern
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Morphologic relationship between textura and Humanistic minuscule:



f r a n k e . b l o k l a n d

f a c e f o r w a r d c o n f e r e n c e d u b l i n , � 2 d e c e m b e r 2 0 � 5

� 2�

�

a p p l i c a t i o n o f a r c h e t y p a l p a t t e r n s [ … ]

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

1 Perception

2 Hypothesis

3 Research questions

4 Standardization

5 LeMo Method

6 Unitization

7 Cadencing

HvK’s matrices for Canon Flamande and Parangonne Flamande in rows
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Rows of justified matrices of Granjon’s Ascendonica Cursive
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Raw strikes of
Granjon’s
Ascendonica Cursive
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Granjon’s

Gros Paran-

gon matrices

in rows with

lines that

indicate the

setting of the

registers
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Monotype’s adjustements are related to those of the archetypal models
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Humanistic minuscule moulded in standardized widths
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Roman type as result of further formalization and adaptation of details to the widths
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Stem interval, standardized widths, weight, and contrast (flow) as starting point
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Stem interval, standardized widths, weight, and contrast (flow) as starting point



f a c e f o r w a r d c o n f e r e n c e d u b l i n , � 2 d e c e m b e r 2 0 � 5

� ��

�

a p p l i c a t i o n o f a r c h e t y p a l p a t t e r n s [ … ]

f r a n k e . b l o k l a n d

6. u n i t i z at i o n

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

1 Perception

2 Hypothesis

3 Research questions

4 Standardization

5 LeMo Method

6 Unitization

7 Cadencing

Grid-fitted letters and spacing
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7 Cadencing Fitting of Jenson’s roman type based on unit-arrangement system
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Unit-arrangement system based on stem interval
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Horizontal grid
translated into
vertical direction
and vertical propor-
tional relationship
between roman and
textura type
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Van den Keere’s
Gros Canon Romain
and Canon Flamande
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Unit-arrangement system based on stem interval
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omibue fence posting

omibuefence posting/unit correction 16 n-units

omibuefence posting/unit correction 32 n-units

omibue Adobe Jenson fitting
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# Uses 18 units from stem to stem on the n, 
# resulting in 36 units in total

A extreme 0 extreme 0
B stem 8 extreme 3
C extreme 3 extreme 2
D stem 8 extreme 3
E stem 8 extreme 2
F stem 8 extreme 2
G extreme 3 stem 8
H stem 8 stem 8
I stem 8 stem 8
J stem 6 stem 8
K stem 8 extreme 0
L stem 8 extreme 2
M stem 8 stem 8
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Original: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the his-
tory of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible
before Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in
the fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly 
hailed the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and
the earliest printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine 
manuscripts of their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief 

Cadence: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the history
of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible before
Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in the
fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly 
hailed the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and the
earliest printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine 
manuscripts of their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief 
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Original: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the history
of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible before
Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in the
fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly hailed
the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and the earliest
printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine manuscripts of
their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief events

Cadence: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
The invention of printing from movable types was one of the chief events affecting the history
of European civilization. The task of duplicating texts without variance was impossible before
Gutenberg equiped the scholar with the accuracy of type. Prejudiced connoisseurs in the
fifteenth century deplored the new mass production of books, but men of letters eagerly hailed
the printing press as a method of disseminating knowledge in permanent form; and the 
earliest printed books soon rivalled in beauty, as they superseded in economy, the fine 
manuscripts of their day. The invention of Printing from movable types was one of the chief 
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The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR
The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
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Original fitting (top) and fitting generated with Kernagic
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ls Cadencer
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Application of archetypal patterns 
in the present-day type design practice
and related education

www.lettermodel.org


